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TO A 
Gentleman in the Country, 
FROM 


His Friend in LONDON, &c. 


Dx AR SIR, 
Greeable to your requeſt, I 
have taken great pains to 
collect all the particulars, relating 
to the behaviour and death of the 
unfortunate ADMIRAL ByNG. | 
You know me ſufficiently, to 
be ſatisfied that I have never had 
any biaſs 1 in his favour, or againſt 
- "a 


[2] 

him. But as the whole affair has 

been laid before the publick, ſuf- 
ficiently plain for every man of 
common ſenſe, not prejudiced, 
to underſtand it; excepting ſome 
inexplicable Crnpmltances relating 
to the Court Martial; I may be 
allowed to judge for myſelf, and 
yield to truths which I think can 
admit of no farther controverſy. 
It is true, there are yet /oph/- 
ters, who want to 7po/e upon us; 
but I think their deſigns are eaſi- 
ly feen through. It is impoſſible 
that any impartial man ſhould fail 
to obſerve the almoſt incredible 
pains | taken to miſrepreſent and 
blacken his publick and private 
character. Even now, after he 
has paid the forfeit of his life, for 
crimes, at moſt, only diſputably 
fo, there are a great number of 
emiſſarics, who ſeem to make it 
their 


E417 
their buſineſs to go from one 
coffee-houſe to another, ſpreading 
the moſt ſcandalous reports with 
regard to his death, Dying 
Speeches, containing the moſt in- 
famous abſurdities, have been im- 
poſed upon the publick, with ſe- 
veral bookſellers names prefixed 
in the title-page, i in order to give 
them the air of authenticity. 

For what end and purpoſes all 
theſe meaſures have been taken, 
they can beſt tell, who have al- 
ways been, and Rill continue ſo 
indefatigably induſtrious. But I 
muſt confeſs they greatly raiſe my 
indignation; and I am. at laſt 
tully perſuaded, hidden political 
machinery has been employed a- 
gainſt this unfortunate gentleman. 
Our friend D--- ſays, cunning 
heads, black hearts, and long 
B 2 purſes, 


[4] 
purſes, Indeed, I think it ap- 
pears very evident, that ſome per- 
ſons are very active and ſolicitous 
to load him with ignominious 
crimes, with a view 0 exculpate 
themſelves, or others; to render 
him odious in the eyes of the 
people, that his fall may be un- 
lamented. But can a generous 
nation, like this, where under- 
ſtanding abounds, accept of his 
blood for the crimes of any other? 
{urely, it cannot be. 

I 3 you will agree with 
me in thinking, that the Admi- 
ral's behaviour before and at the 
time of his death; his obſervations 
and converſation with his friends; 
together with the paper contain- 
ing his thoughts on the occaſion, 
wrote by himſelf, and ſigned, 
which he gave to the Marſhal of 

| the 


[ 5] 


the Ademitaley, immediately be- 
| fore the ſentence paſſed upon him 
was put in execution; muſt here- 
after be his beſt AroLocy, Ex- 
CULPATION, and ENcOMIUuM; 
muſt refle& honour upon his fa- 
mily, and be an ndelible re- 
proach 70 ſome of our cotempora- 
ries; who have practiſed every 


wicked artifice, to deceive and ſpi- 


rit up the perple, and to throw a 
miſt over the whole of this tranſ- 
action. 

Without any farther preamble, 
I ſhall proceed to give you a rela- 
tion of the particulars, as they are 


aſcertained to me, by the concurr- 
ing teſtimony of gentlemen who 


were upon the ſpot; whoſe vera- 
city cannot be doubted, and whoſe 
authority to vouch them again, 


may be eaſily obtained. 


As 


— — — 
—— — — 2 


for on board the Sz. George to re- 


[6] 


As you have critically peruſed 
the trial and ſentence, I preſume 


you will be pleaſed with ſome 
- particulars as far back as the time 


of paſling the ſentence. 
On Thur/day the 27th of Ja- 
2uary, when the Admiral was ſent 


ceive his ſentence, . he declared to 
{ome of his friends, that he ex- 
pected to be reprimanded, and 
that he poſſibly might be caſhier- 
ed; © becauſe, ſaid he, there muſt 
cc Rene been ſeveral controverted 
ce points; the Court Martial has 
« been ſbut up a long time; and 
« almoſt all the queſtions propoſed 
« by the Court have tended much 
« more to pick out faults in my 
ce conduct, than to get at à true 
fate of the circumſtances ; 2 
ce 


411 
I profeſs, I cannot concerve what 
ce they will fix upon.” | 
Soon after he got on board, 
aad was in the cabbin upon the 
quarter-deck, a member of the 
Court Martial came out, and told 
one of his relations, he had the 
Court's leave to inform him, they 
had found the Admiral capitally 
guilty; in order that he might 
prepare him to receive the ſen- 
tence. The gentleman went up 
to him immediately; but was ſo 
ſurpriſed, he could not tell how 
to inform him. The Admiral 
obſerving his countenance, faid to 
him, hat is the matter? 
« Have they broke me? The 
- gentleman heſitating in his reply, 
with ſome confuſion of counte- 
nance, he added, Well, I un- 
* der/land---Tf nothing but my 
&« Blood 


1 

& Blood will ſatisfy, let them take 
« it.“ Immediately after this, 
he was ſent for into Court, where 
he continued to be the only man 
that did not appear moved, while 
the ſentence was reading by the 
Judge-advocate; and went aſhore 
afterwards with the ſame air and 
compoſure that he came on board. 
A gentleman afterwards endea- 
voured to give him conſolation, 
by repreſenting to him, that a ſen- 
fence without guilt could be no 
Jain; that it was highly impro- 
bable ſuch a ſentence would be 
put in execution, conſidering the 
extraordinary circumſtances at- 
tending it; and that there was 
the orcateſt probability of a par- 
don. He replied, © bat Jan 
« that fignify to me ? What ſa- 


& 7isfattion can I receive from the 
e Jiber- 


81 

| & liberty ro crawl a few years 
« Jonger on the earth, with the 
« infamous load of a Pardon at 
„ my back? I deſpiſe life upon 

« ſuch terms, and would rather 
« have them take it. 

The gentleman then remarked 
to him, that his pardon muſt pro- 
ceed from juſtice rather than mer- 
cy; and muſt be more an ac- 


knowlegment of his innocence, 


than a forgiveneſs of guilt : with 
that diſtinction he ſeemed better 
fatisfied, and reconciled to the 
thought, 

Some days after the ſentence 
was paſſed, he was conveyed on 
board the M Marque, and con- 
fined in the captain's cabbin upon 
the quarter-deck. And as ſoon as 
the warrant for his death arrived 
at Port/mouth, all his friends who 

| C " _ came 
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[ 10 } 
came to ſee him, were obliged to 
leave him before it was dark, and 


go on ſhore. An additional 
number of marine ofhcers and 


' marines were ordered on board 


that ſhip. An officer regularly 
mounted guard, and a great num- 
ber of centinels were placed, vix. 


two upon the fore-caſtle, one over 


each {de in the chains, two at 
the cabbin-door, two upon the 
poop, two in a boat under the 
ſhip's ſtern, and, for ſome part of 
the time, two in the ſtern- gallery; 
beſides a guard- boat conſtantly 
rowing round the ſhip during the 
night. Theſe centinels had or- 
ders. to call aloud to each other, 
all is well, every five minutes 
throughout the night; by which 
means, almoſt as ſoon as the laſt 
centinel had anſwered, it was _ 

or 


E 
for the firſt to begin again, and 
there was a perpetual round of, 
all is well, This circumſtance 
almoſt totally depriving the Ad- 
miral of ſleep, becauſe the centi- 
nels were moſtly cloſe to him 
where he lay, made him frequent- 
ly fay, „I did hope for leave to 
cep, and apprehend I might be 
« ſufficiently guarded and taken 
c care of, without ſo frequent a 
« repetition of this noiſy ceremo- 

« ny cloſe to my ear. 

At length the lieutenants of as 
ſhip had orders to watch in the 
great cabbin, relieving each other 
every four hours, as is cuſtomary 
at ſea: ſo that there was always 
one of them in the cabbin with 
him day and night, who delivered 
up the charge of the Admiral's 
perſon to the next officer, - keep- 

"EA "*— os 
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ing a journal, in which was mi- 
nuted down every perſon's name 
who came to him, the time when 
he came, and the time of his go- 
ing away; and the order to the 
centinels for calling out every five 
minutes, was then omitted. 

When captain Montague wait- 
ed upon him, to inform him that 
the warrant from the Admiralty 
was come, for putting the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon him in execu- 
tion, he received the news with 
the ſame cool compoſure, that he 
had received the ſentence; without 
. diſcovering the ſmalleſt emotion, 
depreſſion of ſpirits, or alteration 
in his behaviour. 

The ſame gentleman waited 
upon him again, on the 27th of 
February, being the day before 
that which was appointed for his 

| 2 EXE= 
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execution, and, in Admiral BG 
- cawen's name, acquainted him 
that a reſpite was arrived for four- 
teen days. He compoſedly de- 
fired his compliments to Admiral 
Boſcawen, with thanks for his in- 
telligence, without appearing in 
the ſmalleſt degree elevated, or 
even pleaſed beyond his afual; 
His friends, on that occaſion, re- 
preſented to him what had paſſed 
in the Houſe of Commons, mag- 
nified and dwelt upon every fa- 
vourable circumſtance z and, gi- 
ving themſelves up to joy, con- 
gratulated him on the certainty 
of an honourable pardon, which 
they imagined muſt follow. He 
calmly replied, © I am glad 
ce you think ſo, becauſe it 'makes 


% you eaſy and happy; but I 


« think it is now become an af- 


cc fair 
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« fair merely political, uithout 
« any farther relation 10 right or 
«© wrong, juſtice or injuſtice ; 'Y 
&« and therefore I differ in opinion 

« from you. 

During all the time. of his con- 
finement, his comportment was 
unitormly the ſame; almoſt al- 
ways chearful, ſometimes, with 
decency, facetious. This gave riſe 
to a rumour that he expected a 
pardon, or meditated an eſcape ; 
which was moſt induſtriouſſy pro- 
pagated, to leſſen the merit of his 
behaviour, by the ſame inſtru- 
ments that had been always made 
uſe of to wreſt every circumſtance 
to his diſadvantage, and aſperſe 
him. Some of thoſe wrezches were 
employed, during his trial, to 
ſend up to town, for the news- 
papers, falſe minutes of the evi- 

dence; 
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dence; and to pick out ſuch paſ- 
ſages as could be made to bear a 
harſh conſtruction, or, by /ophi/- 
tical comments, be brought to 
carry the appearance of guilt, in 
order to inflame the people, al- 
ready prepoſſeſſed by ſimilar prac- 
tices, The unwary were preju- 
diced by theſe arts, and joined in 
the cry againſt him; but he de- 
feated the further defions of his 
enemies, by preſerving the fame 
equanimity to the laſt, | 
The nearer approach of death 
made no change in his manner, 
He had divine ſervice performed 
in the morning by the chaplain of 
the Monargue, and uſually ſpent 
the remainder of the day in con- 
verſation with his friends; and 
ſometimes in regulating his pri- 
vate family-affairs, when any 


thing 
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| thing occurred to his memory as 
| not properly ſettled agreeable to 
| his intention. 

On Saturday the 12th of 
March, in the evening, when his 
friends were going on ſhore as 
| uſual, he took leave of his two 

nephews in a tender manner, and 
deſired they would not come on 
board to him again, leſt any im- 
| moderate grief in them ſhould 
ſoften him. | 
On Sunday morning captain 
Montague, having received a war- 
rant from Admiral Boſcawen for 
his execution next day, gave it to 
the Marſhal to read to him; 
which he calmly heard read over, 
and then remarked, with ſome 
warmth, that the place appointed 
by the warrant was upon the fore- 
caſtle. Is not this,” ſaid he, 
erty addreſſ- 


of Sad 
addreſſing himſelf to his friends, 
cc putting me upon the footing of a 
c common ſeaman, condemned to be 
* ſhot? Is not this an indignity 
to my birth, to my family, and 
© Zo my rank in the ſervice? 1 
© think I have not been treated 
© like an officer in any inſtance 
« fince I was diſgraced, excepting 
© in that of being ordered to be 
« ſpot.” He appeared much diſ- 
turbed at this circumſtance, and 
looked upon it as a conſiderable 
grievance. His friends, fearing it 
could not be altered, becauſe the 
warrant was expreſly worded fo, 
repreſented to him, that it ap- 
peared to them an impropriety; 
but they hoped he would think 
the place immaterial, a circum- 
ſtance beneath his notice, . and 
not let any ſuch conſideration 
| D break 
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break in upon his tranquillity of 
mind. He then compoled him- 
ſelf again, and replied, „It is 
ce very true, the place or manner 
« 7s of no great importance to me; 
« but I think living Admirals 
C ſhould conſult the dignity of the 
& rank, for their own ſakes. 

« cannot plead a precedent : there 
6 is no precedent of an Admiral, 


A 


* or a General Officer in the Ar- 


« my, being ſhot. They make a 
&« precedent of me, ſuch as Admi- 
© rals hereafter may Feel: the Ef- 


* 


no fefts of.” 


After this he appeared calm 


again; and in the forenoon heard 


prayers read by the chaplain of 


the M onarque, and received the 


ſacrament in a very decent devout 
manner, with ſome of his relations 
and friends. 
At 


Ts] 


At dinner he was chearful as 1 
uſual, very politely helped his 
finda: and drank their healths ; 
but did not ſit. long at table. In the 
afternoon he frequently turned the 
converſation upon the place and j 
manner of his execution next day, id; 
at times expreſſing ſome uneaſineſs is 
that the place appointed ſhould 
be the fore-caſtle: and perceiving 
that his friends avoided the ſubject 
out of complaiſance to him, ſome- 
times telling him they thought it 
proper, « T lhe to talk upon the 
« ſubject, ſaid he: It is not to 

&« be ſuppoſed I do not think of it; 
« why then ſhould it be more im- 
& proper to talk of it?” f 
He frequently obſerved how || 
the wind was, and wiſhed it might 1 
continue weſterly long enough 125 ll 
the members of his Court Martial, : 
U 2 who 


j 
„ 


2 

who were upon the point of ſail- 
ing, to be preſent at the time the 
ſentence paſſed upon him was put 
in execution. 

About ſix he ordered tea, as 
uſual, for himſelf and his com- 
pany; and remarking that his 
friends took notice of his eaſy 
manner and converſation, © Thave 
« obſerved, ſaid he, that perſons con- 


« demned to die, have generally had 


& 


ſomething to be forry for, that 
c they have expreſſed concern for 
« having committed; and though 
« do not enten to have been 
ce exempt from human frailties, 


yet it is my conſolation to have 


« 70 remorſe for any tramſactiom 
« in my fuolick character, during 
the whole ſeries of ” long er- 


7 vices. 


A 


A 


ror the 


l 
One of his friends obſerved to 
him, that no man was exempt 
from human frailties; that what 
came under that denomination 
were not crimes cogniſable here, 
or ſuppoſed to be ſo hereafter. He 
replied, © 1 am conſcious of no 
« crimes; and am particularly 
« happy in not dying the mean, 
&« deſpicable, ignominious wretch, 
« my enemies would have had the 
« world believe me. I hope I am 
ce got ſuppoſed ſo now ; the Court 
« Martial has acquitted me 0 
« every thing criminal or ignomi- | 
«© 7jous. One of his friends aſ- 
ſured him, that none called or 
thought him ſo, but obſtinately 
prejudiced perſons, and his ene- 
mies, intereſted to deceive the 
world ſtill; neither of whom 
would ever own themſelves con- 
vinced 


[22 } 


vinced by reaſons: at which bs 
ſeemed much pleaſed. 

In this manner he paſſed the 
day, generally walking about the 
cabbin, as is cuſtomary on board 
a ſhip, to ſupply the place of ex- 
erciſe ; and retiring for a few 
minutes into the ſtate- room“, 
ſometimes with one friend, ſome- 
times with another, when he had 
any thing particular to ſay to 
them. | 

In the evening his friends, de- 


firous to be with him a little 


longer that night than had been 
permitted before, on purpoſe to 
entertain him, and en oy his con- 
verſation for a laſt time, ſent to 
Admiral Bo/cawen, requeſting that 
indulgence ; which was granted 
*The apartment where the captain ſleeps, ſo 

called on board a ſhip. 
for 


— — 
—— 
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for as long as they pleaſed; but 
he himſelf deſired they would not 
exceed the hour of eight, being 
then about ſeven: and added, 
that as they would be ſo obliging 
as to paſs the evening with him, 
he muſt aſk them to drink a glaſs 


with him. He then ordered a 
ſmall bowl of punch to be made; 


and when all were ſeated round 


the table, he obligingly helped 
every one, and taking his own 
olaſs with a little punch in it, 
* ” ly friends, ſaid he, here is all 

your healths, and God bleſs you 
8 22 J am pleaſed to find I have 
" Some friends ftill, notwithſland- 
„ing my misfortunes.” When 
he had * and ſet his glaſs 
down, he ated. « T am to die 
© fo-morromw; an as my country 
. requires my blood, I am ready 


cc 70 
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« to reſign it, though I do not as 
« yet know what my crime is. I 
« think my judges, in juſtice to 
ce poſterity, to officers wha tome 
« after us, fhould have explained 
„ my crime à little more, and 
« pointed out the way to avoid 
&« falling into the ſame errors I 
« did. As the ſentence and reſolu- 
tc tons land now, I am perſuaded 
« 70 Admiral will be wiſer here- 
C after by them, or know better 
« how to condutt himſelf on the like 
cc occaſion. Obſerving one of 
the company who had his eyes 
attentively fixed upon him, while 
he was ſpeaking, © My friend,” 
ſaid he, I wunder/ſiand reproof 
« 7 that grave look, It is a long 
c time fince I have ſpoke ſo _ 

ce upon the ſubject, and you 
k b I 10 too much: ea I 
cc 7 


* 


* 


A 


[ as ] 
cc 40 2 —_ _ from preſuming 
«© to mean any reproof, an- 
ſwered the gentleman, I am all 
& attention to what you ſay, Sir; 
* and though all of us here are 
c ſatisfied of theſe truths, yet we 
© muſt be pleaſed to hear you 
« make them plainer.” © Be it 
« /o,” replied he; © but I ſhall 
e only add one e more, I 
« am Fei, not to have reheved 


« and aſſiſted the van: who then 


&© did affift the van, and relieve 
« the three diſabled ſhips, who 
were upon the brink of being at- 
ce racked by the body of the enemy? 
* Though 7 enemy did fire upon 
them *, there is but one witneſs 
who ſays they received damage 
at that time. May not that one 


* It does not appear that a ſingle man was killed 
"Fn beard either of theſe ow when the enemy paſſed 


F. TT 


* 
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ce witneſs be miſtaken, who was o 
board the ſhip confiderably the 
fartheſt removed from the ene- 
« my of the three, and who had 
« dropt there out of her tation, 
% by being diſabled before? And 
« why did the enemy bear away 
buck theſe ſhips, if it was not 
« becauſe my diviſion was under 
ce fail cloſe after hem, in a regu- 
« lar line of battle 2” 
Here the Admiral ſtopt 3 and 
the converſation for a few minutes 
turning upon other ſubjects, he 
deſired to be particularly remem- 
bered to ſeveral abſent friends. 
The time he appointed for his 
friends to go aſhore drawing near, 
he got up, and withdrew into the 
ſtate- room with one of them at a 
time; and thanking each in a 
very pathetick manner, for their 
aQts of friendſhip and ſervices, he 
em- 


* 


8 


0 


* «& 
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embraced them, and took his 
leave; with intention, as he told 
them, to ſpare them the diſagree- 


able and painful office, as his 


friends, of ſeeing him next day. 


But they intreating leave to pay | 


their laſt reſpects and ſervices to 
him in the morning, he con- 


| ſented: One of them obſerving 


the Admiral ſoftened into tears 


upon the occaſion, ſaid to him, 


« Pray, Sir, don't ſuffer yourſelf 
© to be diſcompoled.” He re- 
plied, & I have not a heart of 
© gone: 1 am a man, and muſt. 

« feel at parting with my friends ; 
« but you will not fee me diſcom- 

ce poſed to-morrow.” He then 


diſmiſſed them all, wiſhed them 


a good night, and deſired they 


would come to him next day at 
| Nine 
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nine; chuſing to have the morn- 


ing to himſelf. 
He carefully avoided i 


any thing himſelf, that could 


look like a favour ; but one of 
his relations waited upon Admiral 


Boſcauen that evening, and repre- 


ſented to him, that appointing the 


fore-caſtle for the place of execu- 
tion was an indignity to Admiral 
Byng's rank, and hoped that he 


_ would change the place to the 


quarter-deck. Admiral Bo/cawer: 
ſaid, the order from the admiral- 
ty expreſly appointed it ſo ; but 
if it was his requeſt, he mould 
conſider of it, and do what lay in 
his power. The gentleman re- 
plied, I do make it my requeſt, 
Sir; and Admiral Boſcawen, after 
conſidering a little, promiſed to 
give directions that the quarter- 
1 deck 
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deck ſhould be the place; which 
was done accordingly. 

_. When the officers, who watched 
in the great cabbin with the Ad- 
miral, relieved each other in the 
night, the officer who was re- 
lieved, always made it a rule, at 
twelve at night, and at four in the 
morning, to go into the ſtate- 


room with the other, to ſhow that 


the Admiral was there, and deli- 
ver over his charge. They ſel- 
dom found him awake at theſe 
hours; but that laſt night, in par- 
ticular, they found him both 
times in a profound ſleep. 

It was his cuſtom to riſe early, 
and to banter the Marſhal for 
being ſeldom up ſo early as him. 
He was up on Monday morning 
about five; and as ſoon as he ſaw 


the Marſhal, about fix, Well, 
{ſaid 
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faid he, Marſhal, I think I have 
heat you at riſing this morning.” 
Soon after, when he was ſhifting, 
as he conſtantly did every morn- 
ing betimes, Here, faid he to 
his valet, © zake theſe fleeve-but- 
c 7ons, od wear them for my ſake; 

c your's will do to be buried with.” 
Having directed that he ſhould be 
put into his coffin with his cloaths 
as he died: recollecting himſelf, 
he added, But hold—as theſe 
« buttons are gold, my giving them 
6 0 you may be doubted, and you 
«© may be drawn into a [crape.” 
Then deſired the Marſhal, and 
one of his ſervants, might be called 
to witneſs the exchange. 

He ſpent a conſiderable part of 
the morning in the ſtate-room by 
himſelf: then came out, and fat 


down with the Marſha), ad break- 
faſted 


4V49 
| faſted compoſedly, as uſual. His 
dreſs was a plain cloth ſuit, a light 
grey mixture, ſuch as he had al- 
ways wore after he received his 
order of ſuſpenſion in Gibraltar- 
bay ; having ftripped off his uni- 
form, which he immediately threw 
into the ſea, as ſoon as he had read 
that order. 
At nine, when Nis friends came 
on board, in a familiar eaſy man- 
ner, he took each by the hand, 
and obligingly inquired after their 
health : and being informed that 
the quarter-deck was now the 
place appointed for his execution, 
in conſideration of his rank, he 
was greatly pleaſed at it. He then 
{poke about an eraſement in his 
will, which he had recollected ; 
mentioning the ſheet, the number 
of the line from the top, and the 
| words 
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words eraſed. He expreſſed ſome 
uneaſineſs at that circumſtance, 
and ſaid, that though he did not 
apprehend ſuch a circumſtance 
would occaſion any diſpute a- 
mongſt his relations, yet believing 
that eraſement not mentioned as 
is cuſtomary upon the will, he 
thought it proper ſomething 
ſhould be drawn up, as an ac- 
knowlegment that the eraſement 
was agreeable to his intention; 
which being done in the manner 
he deſired, he copied it himſelf, 
ſigned it, and deſired three gen- 
tlemen preſent to witneſs it. 

After this the Admiral ap- 
peared ſatisfied, as if he had no 
farther concerns to think of; and 
had the morning-ſervice perform- 


ed by the chaplain of the Mo- 


nar QUE, 


The 
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'The reſt of his time was moſt- 
ly ſpent in walking acroſs the cab- 
bin, converſing ſometimes with 
one friend, ſometimes with an- 
other. He had always declared 
that he would die with his face 
uncovered, and would give the 
word of command to the platoon 
of marines himſelf; ſaying, * As 
« it is my fate, r can look at it, 
ce and receive it. d 

As the time drew near, his 


friends unanimouſly endeayoured 


to diſſuade him from it; fre- 
quently half gained his conſent to 
have his face covered, and he as 
frequently retracted, and faid, 
« NMo—it cannot be- cannot 
« bear it—T muſt look, and receive 
ce ny fate. But by repreſenting 


to hin that, conſidering his rank, 


it was impoſſible the marines 
F could 
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could receive the word of com- 
mand from him, or look in his. 
face, and ſee him looking at them, 
without being awed and intimi- 
dated ; by hinting at the conſe- 
quences which might enſue, that 
he might be wounded only, and 
B10 OP and by adding every 
ſort of argument and intreaty, he 
at laſt was prevailed upon and 
conſented to have a bandage over 
his eyes, and to make a ſignal by 
dropping a handkerchief, ougn 
with very great 1 "Sar If 
e it muſt be ſo, ſaid he, and you 
« infft, it muſt be ſo.” 

He then deſired to be made 
acquainted with all the particu- 
lars of the form, that he might 
make no miſtake; telling his 
friends, that he had never been 
preſent at ſuch a ceremony him- 


ſelf. 
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ſelf. Propoſed pulling off his 


coat; and when one of his friends 
informed him that was quite un- 
neceſſary, But, ſaid he, it may 

4 be ſaid I kept my coat on as if 
« afraid to receive the blow, or 
cc feel the bullets.” No, an- 
ſwered the gentleman, © ſuch a 
« remark can never be made; 
« and it muſt be more decent to 
« make no alteration in dreſs.” 
« Well then, replied he, if it is 
« more decent, no alteration ſhall 
« be made.” 

The commanding officer of the 
marines was informed of the Ad- 
miral's intentions, and the ſignal 
he was to make, that he might 
inſtruct his men; and at the ſame 
time was deſired to let them know 
they ſhould have a preſent of ten 
guineas, to encourage them to be- 

F 2 have 
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have properly. The marines were 
all drawn up under arms, upon 
the poop, along the gang-ways in 
the waiſt, and on one {ide of the 
quarter-deck. On the other ſide 
of the quarter-deck was thrown 
a heap of ſaw-duſt, and a cuſhion 
placed upon it; and in the mid- 
dle, upon the gratings, a platoon 
conſiſting of nine marines were 
drawn up in three lines, three in 
each : the two foremoſt lines, in- 
tended to fire, had their bayonets 
fixed, as is cuſtomary on ſuch 
occaſions. 8 5 
The captains of all the ſhips in 
Port/mouth-harbour, and at Spit- 
head, were ordered to attend with 
their boats; but lay a-breaſt upon 
their oars *, without coming on 


* That is, from time to time, rowing a little, 
when it is neceſſary, to keep in the ſame place. 


1 board, 


Ws 


1 


board, to avoid the inconvenience 
of ſo great a croud as that would 


have occaſioned. 

The Admiral, about eleven, as 
he walked acroſs the cabbin, ob- 
ſerved the croud of boats out of 
one of the fide cabbin-windows, 
took his ſpying-glaſs and viewed 
ſeveral of them; and perceiving 
many boats from the ſhore, as 
well as the ſhip-boats, and the 
decks, ſhrouds, and yards of all 


the ſhips that lay near, covered 


with men, ſaid he, Curiofity is 
« firong—it draws a great num- 


« ber of people together — but their ; 


« curioſity will be diſappointed :— 
« where they are, they may hear, 
« but they cannot ſee,” | 

Perceiving the Marſhal had his 
uniform and ſword on, ſpeaking 
doitly to one of his friends, Do 
R * 
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cc you obſerve, ſaid he, how well 

*& dreſſed the Marſhal is? © Yes, 
anſwered the gentleman; I dare 
<« ſay, Sir, he intends paying the 
c laſt piece of reſpect to you that 
cc he can.” © T am ſenſible he 
« means well, replied he, © and 
IJ accept the compliment.” The 
gentleman added, © To ſee you 
« fo eaſy and compoled, Sir, 
« gives me as much pleaſure as I 
c can have on this occaſion ; but 
« J expected no leſs from the 
«© whole of your conduct hereto- 
« fore, and the laſt actions of a 
« man marks his character more 
cc than all the others of his life.” 
c T am ſenſible they do, Sir, re- 
plied he, and obliged to you for 
« putting me in mind. T find in- 
ce nocence is the beſt foundation 


« for firmneſs of mind.” 


A 


AA * 


After 


cc 
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After that, he walked about in 


the cabbin for fome time; in- 
ired what time it would be 


high-water ; 5 remarked. that the 


tide would not ſuit to carry his 


body aſhore after dark; expreſſed 


ſome apprehenſions, that his body 
might be inſulted going aſhore in 
the day, on account of the pre- 
judices of the people: but, on 
being aſſured that no ſuch ſpirit 
was remaining among the people 
at Portſmouth, he appeared very 
well fatisfied on that head. Then 
taking a paper out of his pocket, 
he addreſſed himſelf to the Mar- 
ſhal as follows: „ Sir, theſe are 
« my thoughts on this occaſion : I 
« ſpall give them to you, that you 
may authenticate them, and pre- 
vent any thing ſpurious being 


cc 


ce fame 


| I -, hed, that might tend to de- 
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6 fame me. I have given a cop by 
© to one of my relations.” 

The paper was wrote in his 
own hand, and contained as fol- 
lows : 


On board his Majeſty's ſhip Mo- 
narque in Portſmouth-harbour, 


March 14, 1757. 


& A few moments will now deliver me 

« from the virulent perſecutions, and 
« fruſtrate the farther malice of my ene- 
«© mes nor need 1 envy them a life ſub- 
« ject to the ſenſations my injuries, and 
ce the injuſtice done me, muſt create.--- 
Perſuaded I am juſtice will be done to 
« my reputation hereafter.---The manner 
ce and cauſe, of raiſins and keeping up 
ce the popular clamour and prejudice 
ce againſt me, will be ſeen through.---I 
« ſhall be conſidered, (as I now perceive 
&« myſelf) a victim, deſlined to divert the 
e 7ndig- 


N 


c 


La) 
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« indignation and reſentment of an in- 
« jured and deluded people, from the pro- 
te per objecgg.--- My enemies themſelves, 
ce muſt, now, think me innocent, Happy 
ee for me at this laſt moment, that I know 
« my own innocence; and am conſcious, 
ce that no part of my country's misfortunes 
te can be owing to me.---T heartily wiſh 
ce the ſhedding my blood may contribute to 
te the happineſs and ſervice of my country; 
& -=-but cannot reſign my juſt claim to a 
6 faithful diſcharge of my duty, accord- 1 
« ing to the beſt of my judgment, and the 
« utmoſt exertion of my ability, for his 
« Majeſty's honour and my country's ſer- 1 
« dice. I am ſorry that my endeavours ; 
« were not attended with more ſucceſs, 
&« and that the armament under my com- 
* mand proved too weak to ſucceed, in an 
« expedition of ſuch moment. Truth has 
e prevailed over calumny and falſhood, 
and juſtice has wiped off the ignomi- 
* nious flain of my ſuppoſed want of 


0 1 courage, or diſalfection.—my 
G ce heart 
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ce heart acquits me of theſe crimes,-=-but 
«© who can be preſumptuouſly ſure of his 
« own judgment? If my crime is an 
« error in judgment, or differing in opi- 
% mon from my judges ; and if yet, the 


c error in judgment ſhould be on their 


« fide, God forgive them, as I do; and 
«-may, the diſtreſs of their minds, and 
« uneaſineſs of their conſciences, which 
jn juſtice to me they have repreſented, 
ebe reheved, and ſubſide, as my reſent- 
«© ment has done.—The ſupreme Fudge ſees 


« all hearts and motives, and to him 1 


nut ſubmit the Juſtice of my cauſe.” | 
J. BYNG. 


Soon after he had ſo ſpoke, an 


officer came to the cabbin-door, 
and in a low voice informed one 
of his friends the hour of twelve 
was drawing near. He, over- 
hearing, replied, It is very 
« Vll; and retired into the 
ſtate- room for about three mi- 

7 nutes. 
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nutes. In the mean time the cab- 
bin- doors were thrown open, and 
the Admiral, opening the ſtate- 
room-door, came out, with a 
ſtately pace and compoſed coun- 
tenance : he made a bow to his 
friends in the cabbin, and ſpeak- 
ing to the Marſhal, Come along, 
ſaid he, © my friend; and walk- 
ed out upon the quarter-deck. 
Then turning to the Marſhal, 
with an eaſy bow, he gave him 
the paper, containing as. above, 
ſaying, © Remember, Sir, what I 
« have told you relating to this 
paper; and went to the 
cuſhion and kneeled down. One 
of his friends attended him to the 
cuſhion, and offered to tie the 
bandage over his eyes; but having 
a white handkerchief ready fold- 
ed in his hand, he replied, with a 
{mile on his countenance, © I am 
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6 obliged to you, Sir—T thank 
« God, I can do it myſelf--1 think 
« I can--T am ſure I can; and 
tied it behind his head himſelf. 
Then taking the gentleman b 
the hand, God bleſs you, my 

« friend,” faid he; © don't ay 
00 langer here; they may ſhoot | 
« you.” The marines, in the 
mean time, advanced about two 
paces, and, as ſoon as the gentle- 
man an preſented their pieces; 
the firſt line kneeling, their bay- 
onets about halt a yard from his 
breaſt ; the ſecond ſtooping, and 
cloſe to the firſt; the third line 
ſtanding upright, were appointed 
a reſerve, in caſe any life ſhould 
remain after the two firſt had 
fired. The. Admiral continued 
upon his knees ſomething more 
than a minute, appearing very 
compoſed, and to be making an 


ejacu- 


[45] 

ejaculation 3 and then dropped 
his handkerchief, the fignal a- 

greed upon. The platoon imme- 

diately fired; one miſſed, four 

paſſed thorough different parts of 


his breaſt, and one through his 


heart, and he ſunk down motion- 
leſs, gently falling on his ſide, as 


if ſtill ſtudious to preſerve decency 


and dignity in his PALL. A 
The ſpectators were amazed at 


the intrepidity of his behaviour, 


and ſcarce could refrain from 
tears; even the common ſeamen, 
one of whom having ſtood all the 
while full of attention, with his 
arms acroſs, cried out, with a kind 
of enthuſiaſm, when he ſaw him 


fall, There lies the braveſt and 


beſt officer of the navy. The Ra- 
millies, the ſhip he had his flag on 
board of, breaking looſe from her 


moorings, immediately after his 


death, 
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death, induced the people to believe 
that ſhe ſympathized ern herAd- 
maral. : 
His coffins were EE: at Port/- 
mouth two days before, and ſent 
on board early that morning; j 
one of wood incloſed in one of 
lead, and that again incloſed in 
another of wood. On that of 
lead was the following plain in- 
ſcription: 
Taz Hon. Joan ByNd, Esqs. 
DIED March 14th, 1756. 


As ſoon as his body was cold, 
it was put into his coffin, and ſent 
on ſhore to the Dock-yard in the 
evening; from whence it has been 
ſince removed to the tamily bury- 
ing-place at Sourb-Hill in Bed 
for dire. 

Thus did this unfortunate 
but «ndaunted Gentleman, arrive 
| | at 
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at a place of reſt, whoſe ſen- 


tence explained, as an Epitaph, 
would do him honour; who to 
the laſt moment aſſerted his inno- 
nocence, and aſſured us that he 
has been violently perſecuted by 
party rage; treated with many 
unprecedented indignities and hard- 
ſhips; calummiated and miſrepre- 
ſented to the people, who had 
been prepoſſeſſed by the early in- 


trigues of his enemies, in order to 


ſereen themſelves; and at laſt ſa- 


crificed, to appeaſe the mifguided 
reſentment of the nation. His fate 
is now lamented by far the majo- 


rity of people of underſtanding, 


who ſee through the miſt, and are 
diſpoſed to view him in the ſame 
light. Poſterity, in ſpite of ſlan- 
der, will undoubtedly do juſtice to 
his injured character and honour. 

In 
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| krioks have unravelſed the Myſtery, 
$5 much fortitade and firmneſs 
+6 mind, ſo heroick a manner of 
© dying, Adler a cloud of prejudices 
auch misfortunes, cannot fail to be 
the reſult and cleareft demonſtra- 
tion of. Innocence, and a mind 
conſcious of. a e e of 
its duty. 
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